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Doune of Pepresentatives 
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You have inqaircd recording the constitutionslity of an a 

excrinent to Horse Bill No. 452 establiching 4 procedure for anending 

thx crarter of the City of Concord epon potition of three per cent of 

tho mmiified voters of the City to the Yeyor and City Council for a 


gnecinl meeting to vote uncon &n emcndmen 


t to the City Charter. 


The pro- 


posed coondzent to Fouce Dill “o. 452 in terme would authorize the votors 
of Concord, without prior Llecinlative srnction, %o amend the City charter 
ro os to provide & new forn of governmicnt by stolition of the City icna- 


ger forn or by acoption of other eppropr 


{ate arondrents. 


She propoard procedure for eccorplishing audnatantial acend- 
mente to a city cherter is novel and without precedent in the history of 


mnnicinel government in New Feammehire. 
militates cecinst the principle and rat 


Substantial precedent, hoxever, 
fannie of the proporcd pill, nane- 


ly ,to excnd & charter without the prior lecislative anzroval of the General 


Cour te 


to a municipality. 


hecordingly, it is sy opinion that tho proposed aneninent to House 


P41 To. 452 vould be an unconstitutional delegation of leginlative power 


Fublic policy in this ntate reflected in the docisions of 
Stn courte vests the control of Local governnents in the Legielature. 
Mrere in no furdnnental doctrine establiening oa right of local self-. 


povernzent in New Derpehire. 


‘The entire treni and philosophy of our de- 
cinions io in denirl of the right, ent the question 


con hordly ve regarded as unt 


69 NH. 39S. 


‘ntl the Legislature brs pover to delesgs 


ettled. " 


Amvyot Ve CATons 


Sa A SS nd 


~ate a right of local self-fovern- 


mont, tne Legiclatnre ennnot abroscte its power to make lave by delegating 
ty p, nunicipality without restraint the power to legislate. 


"The principle of loccl government authorizes 
erants of Limited powers of local legislation to towns, 
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bret the nover of corercl otcte leciclation cannot 
ta Gelennte’ by the ecrte and houre in ehom the 
coresdiution venta 16.9 Viller- tit, finn. v. 
Yaldarccce, GB ET C27, sive Cee alco sitornoy 
Penrerd wv, Shesewa, GOW. FSS, Bl4; art. 5, 


i > . a he | <a .% 
Fert Segond, Conctituticn of New Eempebire. 


intirotion alc NST 

coutinossS wumen a leerl vote end cutherlcing a municipality by ies 

oe | seoral les. It is constitutional to moke the. operation 
ent wine the wete of an affected sunicins liter. 

pe ont ; RL Se) Dass ond, PORTERS But 4t Lo wneonstitutior:.1 to 

Soctangee sg ooniadectite So omet a general lew within the province of 

the Leetrloture. Orinten of the Juctices, 73 RH. 617,620. 
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atid te reco Aged botvecn meking a general lar 








Very truly yours, 
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